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Now we ask our " inquirer" to consider, in which 
Testament does he expect to find "the articles of the 
Christian faith," in the Old or in the New? Who was 
it that revealed and declared to the world the doctrines 
of the Gospel, and the articles of the Christian faith? 
Was it not Christ and his apostles ? Well, then, in the 
words of Christ and his apostles, and in their writings, 
we expect to find the articles of the Christian faith, and 
not in the Old Testament writings, which were finished 
300 years before Christ came. 

We do not undervalue the Old Testament. There are 
many things to be learned by us besides " articles of 
faith." In the Old Testament we learn much of the 
character and the dealings of God, and we learn there, 
too, the corruption of human nature. In the Old Tes- 
tament, too (when rightly explained by the New), we 
find many glorious prophecies concerning the Gospel, 
and the doctrines of the Gospel, which serve to throw 
great light on the New Testament. The Old Testament 
was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ : in the New, 
Christ and his doctrines are revealed to us. This we 
are bold to affirm (and we expect no Koman Catholic 
will contradict it) — that there is no article of Gospel 
faith prophecied of in the Old Testament which is not 
declared and revealed in the New Testament. Take any 
book you please of the Old Testament— Joshua, for in- 
stance, or Judges, or the Proverbs, or even the evangeli- 
cal prophet Isaiah — and tell us what article of the 
Christian faith we would now be without, if that book 
had been lost ? And if this be so, with the whole of the 
Old Testament that toe hive, what show of reason can 
there be for supposing that we have lost any article of 
the Christian faith by the loss of any other books of the 
Old Testament, if any have really been lost ? 

Our ccrrespondent's letter suggests to us another ar- 
gument on this subject. 

He says : — " Our Lord, in expounding to his apostles 
all the prophets, must have included those prophetical 
writings not now extant." Well, if he did, we trust we 
still have, in what those apostles taught, anv articles of 
Christian faith contained in those book?, although the 
books themselves be lost. If those books did contain 
such things, and if those books be now lost, all that 
either the Church of Rome or we can now do is, to 
seek for what the apostles taught. What they wrote in 
Scripture we know is their teaching. If any one can 
show us that anything else taught by the apostles has 
been handed down to us by the Catholic Church from 
the times of the apostles themselves, so that we may be 
sure that it really came from them, let them show us this 
too, and we have already expressed our readiness to be- 
lieve it. Does not our " Inquirer" now see that this is 
the oidy thing that ought to convince us that we are 
wrong— namely, to point out to us other articles of faith, 
and to show us that these have really been handed down 
from the apostles themselves? Yet this is the very 
thing that we do not find in his letter. Nothing will 
direct his own inquiries better than trying to convince 
us of our errors. Let him try and tell us, then, what ar- 
ticles of Christian faith, besides those contained in Scrip- 
ture, we ought to believe. Let him show us what the*c 
articles are, and what the proof is that the apostles 
taught them. 

To return to the lost books. What proof is there that 
the lost books in question were really inspired by the 
Holy Spirit? Aone of the places tint mention these 
books soi/ that they were inspired. Wc know that the 
apostles themselves, in their inspired writings, quote 
books that were not inspired. But it will be said, some 
of these books were written by "prophets." We grant 
that: but were prophets always inspired? We have 
good ground for believing that they were not : that they 
sometimes spoke as the Holy Ghost moved them, and at 
other times spoke as other men do. We believe this is 
agreed on all hands. Is there any better reason to be- 
lieve that they always were inspired as soon as they took 
a pen in their hands ? Wc sec no reason to believe 
this. "A prophet" might write a letter, just as other 
men wrote one, and that letter was not inspired. "A 
prophet" — i.e., one who was sometimes inspired — might 
write a book of history, and that book might not be in- 
spired. There was certainly, at that time, a way of know- 
ing what speeches or what writings of a prophet were in- 
spired. The prophets knew the difference themselves. 
And the difference could be proved to other men, while 
the power of working miracles existed, and while the 
Higli Priest could inquire of God in the tabernacle. 

The question is, did the Jews, while they had these 
means of knowing, count these books inspired? We re- 
ply that there is no evidence that the Jews, while they 
had these means of knowing, ever counted any books 
inspired besides those which we now have of the Old 
Testament. We invite inquiry about this. 

But when were these books lost? This may throw 
some light on the question. 

We think our correspondent has succeeded in proving 
that no prophetical books were lost before our Saviour's 
time. He says — " Our Lord, in expounding to his 
Apostles a« the prophets (see Luke xxiv., verse 27), must 
have included those prophetical writings not now 
extant." We think this conclusive proof that none 
had been lost - before that time. The question is, 
hare any books then existing been lost since ? Now 



this is clearly not the case. Josephus, a very 
learned Jew, who was born before our Saviour died, 
tells us what sacred books the Jews then had : he says 
they had only twenty-two which were counted inspired ; 
they had other books, he says, which were not of the 
like authority. Now, taking the twelve lesser pro- 
phets as "one book" (which we know that the Jews 
did), this exactly agrees with the books we now have. 
It is impossible to bring into that number all the books 
our correspondent reckons up. Either, then, these 
books were not counted inspired in our Saviour's time, 
or they were lost before his time. In either case we 
have the inspired books of the Jews, just as they stood 
in our Saviour's time. If he found no fault with those 
books, as they then stood— if he did not blame the Jews 
for not haviug all the inspired books they should have 
had (and we know that he did not) — if he was content 
to take those books as they then stood, without asking 
for more or less, surely we may do so also. What better 
authority can we have than his in such a question ? 

We are, therefore, satisfied to take the books of the 
Old Testament as our Saviour took them, and the 
books of the New Testament as the tradition of all 
Christians has handed them down to us ; and as far as 
this argument goes, we see no shadow of reason for be- 
lieving them to be insufficient. 

Nor do we see any reason, so far, for going to tradi- 
tion for more articles of faith, until some one can show 
any such articles, with proof that the apostles preached 
them. 

We now call to our correspondent's recollection a pas- 
sage of his own letter — " Hence, we say, give us all the 
sacred prophetical writings ever written, and we will 
abide by the written Word of God as the sole Rule of 
Faith." 

Now, if we have shown him that we have all the 
sacred writings of the Old Testament as our Saviour 
had them, and was content to take them ; and, further, 
that we have all the sacred writings of the New Testa- 
ment, that ever were heard of by the Church on earth, 
is not this enough? 

And even if it were not, if any books had been lost 
out of the Old Testament, yet since at least we have 
all in which we could have any expectation of finding 
" articles of Christian faith," is not this all that we can 
require ? 

We trust, then, that our correspondent will now per- 
form what he promised, and abide "by the written Word 
of God as the sole Kule of Faith." 

We could not deal lightly with this argument about 
the lost books of Scripture. It has taken up so much 
room, we must leave the remainder of this letter for 
the next mouth. 



" W. C. SEARCH" AND BISHOP JEREMY 
TAYLOR. 

" Warner Christian Search" has to explain, that he 
took the passage referred to in Bishop Taylor's work of 
Liberty of Prophesying, not from any edition of the 
original, but from a controversial treatise on Purgatory, 
by a Roman Catholic writer. 

" W. C. S." begs further to add, that he has since 
consulted Doctor Taylor's work itself, and finds the 
quotation to appear, with the words (" says the 
Romanist") in a parenthesis. There is no writer, 
among Church of England theologians, whose works ore 
so erroneously appealed to, and whose views on certain 
doctrines are so misrepresented as Bishop Taylor. 

"W. C. Search." 

Sept. 24, I&52. 

P.S. — You forget to observe upon some of the early 
Fathers — St. Clirysostom, for instance— declaring the 
practice of praying for the dead to be of Ai-ostolical 
Tradition. 

We suspected that " W. C. Search" took his quota- 
tion at second hand from some Roman controversial 
writer who had given the passage without these words; 
and we find by his letter that he did so, though lie does 
not give us the name of the writer who deceived him, 
as we think he was bound, in fairness, to have done, 
when we invited him to clear himself, by telling us the 
name of the book, so that others might be put on their 
guard against it. We regret that he has not done so ; 
and, once more, we call on him, as he regards his 
own character for honesty and truth to tell us from 
what book he took his quotation from Bishop Taylor, 
otherwise, though we are quite willing to believe that 
it was not " W. C. S." himself that committed the 
fraud in the quotation about the Maccabees, we cannot 
exculpate him from the charge of screening from ex- 
posure the writer who did so. 

We have not forgotten our promise of commenting on 
" W. C. Search's" passages from the Fathers of the 
fourth century, which he has cited as in favour of Purga- 
tory ; and we have already in type an article upon the 
subject, which press of matter precludes us from insert- 
ing in our present number. 



KINGSTOWN HARBOUR. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir — Please your honour, I read the Cathoho Lay- 
man regular, for the master lends it to me; and since 



you are so kind in printing letters, maybe you would 
take one from a poor man like me. 

The master sent me to Dublin last week, with cattle 
that was going to Liverpool, for the herd was ill. And 
because I never was in Dublin, he told me to take a 
day to look about me, and he wouldn't stop the wages. 
So, sure enough, I went down to Kingstown by the 
railway, and, my ! what a place it is ! All them ships, 
and the steam vessels, all fizzing and buzzing, and 
seeming in such a hurry to be off, and the big stones, 
and the bright bonnets, and the purty faces, and all the 
cars, and the fine houses, and what isn't there? And 
them big walls runnitig straight out into the sea, and, 
my 1 the stones in them walls ! and every wall ten 
times as wide as the street before my door ! And if I 
didn't see a big iron chest let down into the sea, and two 
men in it, going down to their work at the bottom of 
the sea as pleasant as I'd go to dig praties ; and may 
I be happy if there was a bottom to the chest ! 

And while I was walking about looking at it all, 
I met a mighty pleasant looking gentleman, and I 
made bold to speak to him; and " please your honour," 
says I, " how long were they making all this place ?" 
And so he answered me quite pleasant, and, says he, 
" I believe they're fifty years making it anyway." 
" Fifty years 1" says I, " and isn'tit done yet?" " No, 
indeed," says he, " and I don't see much si^ns of its 
being done." " And when will it be done, your ho- 
nour?" says I. And with that he stopt short in his 
walk, and seemed to be considering for a bit, and, says 
he, " The parliament allows ten thousand pounds a 
year," says he, " for finishing it, and it is my opinion, 
that it never will be finished till that is stopt," 
"Well, tear and ages," says I, " maybe that's just 
the way with my father's foul, " says I ; for 
the thought just came across me all in a minute. 
"What do you mean?" says he. " Why," says I, 
" I'm paying ten shillings a year, for these six 
years p:ist," says I, " to Father D — , for getting 
my father's soul out of purgatory," says I; " and may- 
be its just the same way, that he'll never get out till 
that's stopt," says I. And with that he considered 
again a bit, and says he, " Did Father D — never 
say to you, I needn't take any more money from 
you, for your father's soul's out ?" " No, 'deed, 
didn't he, your honour," says I. " And did you 
never hear," says he, " of Father I) — saying 
that to any one else?" "I never heard of the 
like of that, your honour," says I. " Well," says he, 
" maybe you're right enough, and maybe your father's 
soul is like enough to Kingstown harbour," says he; 
" maybe, while you go on paying for the job it won't 
suit them to finish the job; and maybe when you stop 
paying, there won't be anything to finish the job with; 
and maybe it won't be worth their while to finish the 
job at their own cost," says he. 

So, your honour, I don't know what to do at all, or 
whether to go on paying, or to stop; and I thought I 
would just write to your honour, that seems so know- 
ledgeable, and ask if you ever heard of a priest saying 
to a poor man that came with money for masses, "I 
needn't take that, my man, for your father's soul's is 
out before this," So waiting your honour's answer, 
I remain your humble servant to command, 

Pat Murrav, of Westmealh. 

If any of our correspondents can report such a case as 
Pat Murray wishes for, we shall be happy to publish it, 
as we do not happen to know of such a ease ourselves. 
Our correspondent need hardly have gone to Kingstown 
to see a chest without a bottom, where the lower places 
are concerned. We suspect there is no bottom to Fa- 
ther 1) — 's chest ; and we are pretty sure there is no 
bottom to p y itself. — Ed. 



FARMING OPERATIONS FOR OCTOBER. 
{From the Irish /'aimers' Gazette.) 

The Dim or Winter Oats, Black Barley, Bere, and 
Bye should be sown as early in the month as possible ; if 
not already got in, advantage should be taken of dry 
weather, and while the land is dry to get in these crops, 
particularly the Dun oat. By so doing a considerable 
saving of seed will be effected, as if farther advanced in 
the season, and the land wet, considerably more seed 
will be required (see operations for last month). 

Winter Vetches, either alone or mixed with oats or 
rye, should be sown immediately, where not sown last 
month, so as to insure a strong braird before the frosts 
set in. 

Russian or Winter Beans should, if possible, be got in 
before the middle of the month. This hardy and pro- 
ductive variety is fast superseding most other kinds to 
a great extent. 

Parsnips, if sown this month, on tolerably dry, but 
well-tilled and well-manured land, come in early, and 
produce heavy crops. 

Rape sown in the summer months may be still trans- 
planted in the stubble land, as directed last mouth. 

Early Cabbages sown in July last should now be trans- 
planted in well, cultivated and well-manured land, if 
wanted early. 
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Parnips and Carrots should be lifted and stored when 
the leaves begin to get discoloured ; they are best pre- 
served in pyramidal heaps, three or four feet wide, and 
as many high, and well thatched with straw. Some fine 
sand or dry turf-mould, laid between them in layers, will 
help to keep them fresh and sound. 

Swedes and Mangels should be lifted and stored in a 
similar manner, in dry weather, towards the end of the 
month, if frost threatens, but may be made in wider 
and higher heaps than the carrots and parsnips. A 
little brushwood ; laid in layers, as the heaps are build- 
ing, will keep them from tumbling down, and facilitate 
the thatching. If the weather continues mild and 
without frost, these crops will be more matured aud 
better adapted for storing early in the next month. 

Rape, where forward, will be ready for the fatting 
sheep, but will require a liberal supply of dry food 
with it, such as hay, oil-cake, and grain. 

Cattle Such cattle as are intended for being fattened 

and sold early, ought so be put up this month. The 
feeding will commence with rape, or globe turnips. 
Calves must also be taken up from the grass, at least at 
night, and allowed a little linseed with the turnips. 
Calves are liable to be carried off by inflammatory fever, 
or black-leg, as it is termed, at this season ; and the use 
of a little linseed will tend to lessen the danger, by 
keeping the bowels regularly open. Setons in the dew- 
lap are an excellent preventive of black -leg. They are 
easily inserted, and they ought to be turned once or 
twice a week, and dressed with a little Venice turpen- 
tine. Since we adopted this plan we have not lost a 
single animal from this fatal disease. The use of snlt 
in their food is also very beneficial, and ought not to be 
omitted. 

Sheep. — The best preparation for bathing sheep is 
composed of tobacco-liquor, spirit of tar, soft soap, and 
sulphur. To make this for, say, 100 sheep, take 5 lbs. of 
tobacco, and boil it with 4 quarts of soft water ; after it 
has boiled gently for an hour or two, pour off the water 
into a tub, wring out the tobacco, and return the leaves to 
the pot, adding half the original amount of clean water. 
Boil this again, until all the juice is extracted from the 
tobacco. This will be a strong decoction, and, if it 
appears very black, some water may be added to it. 
Take, then, 5 lbs. of soft soap, and dissolve it in some 
warm water, adding it to the tobacco liquor; next, put 
in half a wineglassful of spirit of tar to each quart of the 
mixture, and upon adding, say, ten to twelve ozs. of 
sulphur, the batli is ready for use. In applying the 
bath, the sheep is laid on its back on a triangular 
sparred stool, upon the narrow end of which the shep- 
herd sits. The wool is shed or divided in a straight line, 
from the head to the tail, and the assistant — a boy or 

girl pours the liquor down the opening so made, by 

means of a tin pot having a long spout. The sheds are 
made one close along each side of the back bone, one 
along the ribs on each side, one along each side of the 
belly, one along the top of the neck, one on each side of 
the neck, and one on the breast; the tail and inside of 
the thighs also receive a portion. 

When stocking mountain land with sheep, there are- 
among other matters, two chief points to be attended to 
namely, to provide sufficient shelter where it is want- 
ing, and, next, to remove all wetness from the lands. 
The first object may be attained by means of plantations, 
especially of the different varieties of the fir. Spruce 
fir is admirably adapted for this purpose. Another 
plan, which does not involve any heavy outlay, consists 
in erecting, in different parts of the farm, circular en- 
closures, from ten to twelvs yards in diameter, the walls 
beingsix feet high. These may be constructed of stones 
built with or without mortar; and when stones cannot 
be readily obtained, sod walls will be found to answer 
the purpose very well. When sheep are accustomed to 
these " ttelb," they will go to them of their own accord 
whenever a storm comes on,- particularly if they are 
accustomed to receive a portion of hay, at such periods, 
in the stells. This hay can be easily procured, on most 
mountain farms, being just the coarse grass grown on 
soft lands. 

Pigs The fatting pigs should now be well fed on 

steamed roots, and receive a liberal allowance of corn ; 
and the stores should be well fed on rojts, and get the 
refuse from the fatting troughs. 

Horses will now be casting their coats, and should be 
put on full dry keep, and get a few roots of carrots or 
Swedes. 

Dairy Stock should now have an unlimited range of 
pasture, and the sooner they are housed at night the 
better, when, along with their hay, they should get 
some green food and mashes, to promote the secretion 
of milk. 

Odds and Ends — Finish thatching the corn and hay 
as soon as possible. Clip and plash hedges, and plant 
new ones. Plough all stubble lands that are to lie fal- 
low during the winter. Put out manure, and plough it 
in for the spring sowing of carrots, parsnips, peas and 
beans. Attend to draining and subsoiling, where neees- 
sry ; and scour out ditches and water-courses of all ob- 
tructions, that he water may run free during the win- 
ter ; and repair roads. 
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